
We cordially
invite you to 

the

Serve

MARCH 2022

EAST



Together with God’s children,
we serve the Indigenous people,

the marginalized group in our land.

MINISTRY STRATEGY

To empower Indigenous churches
in economy and education.

EMPOWERMENT

To share the vision of ‘Yuan-Han
Journeying Together’with

Chinese speaking churches

AWARENESS

To link the Chinese speaking
churches together in supporting

indigenous churches

SUPPORT

To equip Chinese speaking
churches to involve in caring

mission

Electronic

Publication

Editorial board
Publisher /  Rev.Andrew Wong
Advisor  /  Sis. Chiok Ann Nee    
Editor /  Sis. Jowee Lee
                Sis. Carol Lim
Design /  Sis. Jowee Lee

TRAINING

MARCH

2022

Address / 36-B (2nd Floor) Jalan
Anggerik Vanilla R31/R, Kota Kemuning,
40460 Shah Alam, Selangor.
Tel / +603 5122 1130
Email / info.ste@histeam.org.my
Website / www.histeam.org.my

STE Bank Acc. /
Maybank 5127-8101-2599
Holistic Integrated Services Bhd
Micah Bank Acc. /
OCBC BANK 707129924-3
Holistic Integrated Services Bhd

CONTENT

Words of CEO
01 2022 is the Year to “Serve the East”!

Words from Department
LEAD

02 We cordially invite you to Serve
The East

Micah Story
03 Our Days in the Mission Field

Prayer Request

05 Updates and Prayer Points



Written by Rev. Andrew Wong

Translated by Earnest Chiam

On the 14th day of the Chinese
New Year (February 14), Prime
Minister Dato' Sri Ismail Sabri
presented the report on 2020
Population and Housing Census.
According to the report, Malaysia’s
population now stands at 32.4
million, with the Bumiputera as the
majority people group at 69.4%,
and the Chinese at 23.2%. Looking
deeper into the numbers, we can
find that Other Bumiputera
(Indigenous People) is standing at
12.2% of the people group, and
the number is showing that while
the population of Chinese people
is shrinking, the Indigenous
population is growing. With the
Indigenous people already
occupying the largest number
among the Christian population in
Malaysia, there is a greater need
than ever for the Chinese believers
to stand with the Firstborns (Anak
Sulung) of the nation, to take up
our place as the “key minority”
Christians in the nation! The
heartfelt words of Reverend
Daniel Chin, a good friend in
Sabah, rang in my ears, "In the
early years our Chinese ancestors
left their home and travelled far to
this foreign land, with the hope of
a better life. They often carried the
hurt as an ‘orphan’ in this strange
land, often felt like a victim in this
place." Generations passed, and
the Chinese finally found our root
here. It is through Christ and His
redeeming grace that we the
Chinese Christians can shed our
negative feeling, to be freed from
the spiritual baggage our people
have carried. And so it is important
for us to humbly recognize the
firstborn status of the Indigenous
people in this land, and we must
give our best to restore them to
their rightful place and to help
them claim their spiritual
authority. The Chinese Christians
in Malaysia are like the “many
other people” in Exodus 12:38 –
where we, after having witnessed
how the great and awesome God
is with the people of Israel, chose
to walk out of Egypt with the
Israelites, the Firstborn. If the
Malaysian Chinese are ready to
walk humbly with God and to be
united with our Indigenous
brothers and sisters, in our faith
we will witness even more and
greater works of God, and we will
together receive the revival God is
bringing to us!
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“The Israelites journeyed from
Rameses to Sukkoth. There were
about six hundred thousand men
on foot, besides women and
children. Many other people went
up with them…”

Exodus 12:37-38

During the Chinese New Year, I
came across two reports in the
news that lingered around my
mind during my daily morning
devotion, as I meditate on the
passages in Exodus and the
circumstances surrounding the
Indigenous people, our firstborn of
the land.

The Desperate Need for the
Indigenous Firstborns to
Drive the Revival in Our
Land

On the 11th day of the Chinese
New Year (February 11), Dato Sri
Dr Wan Junaidi, the minster in the
Prime Minister's Department for
Parliament and Law announced
the enforcement of the
amendments to the Federal
Constitution in relation to the
Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63).
This might be the dawn of the day
where equality for Sabah and
Sarawak with the Peninsular to be
finally established after fighting
for it for decades. What was
initially being agreed upon when
the two Borneo States joined the
formation of Malaysia in 1963, to
be equal in status as the States of
the Federation, was dismally being
put off when the Constitution
being inexplicably amended in
1976. The longing hearts of the
Sabahans and Sarawakians in the
long 45 years must have been the
same as the Israelites after their
own 40-year journey into the
Promised Land of Canaan for
which was supposed to only be
weeks-long! We are praying that
2022 to be a spark for God’s
restoration of the Indigenous
Firstborns to their rightful place
and identity. We believe that God
will bring to us a spiritual revival,
driven by the Indigenous people,
sparked by the restoration of
States’ proper status and the
people’s legitimate identity.
Bangkit Anak Negeri & Pribumi!

The Desperate Need for the
Chinese Church to Walk
Humbly with the Indigenous
People

In January 2022, I have busily
walked through many towns and
villages in Sabah and Sarawak –
attending the graduation
ceremony for the fourth batch of
trainees in Micah Centre, visiting
the prayer warriors in Northern
Sabah, spending time in fellowship
with the BEM Indigenous leaders
in Sarawak. Throughout my trip I
could feel it in my spirit that now
comes the time for Sabah and
Sarawak. May you and I not miss
this greatest time to serve the
East!

Bangkit Anak Negeri & Pribumi!

Do not miss this greatest time
to serve the East!
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Meet with Pastor Xystus, an old friend I have
not seen for many years

Fellowship with Pastor Jensey and his co-workers 
from a prayer ministry in northern Sabah

Interaction with Indigenous
leaders from BEM Sarawak

Suria, my Indigenous co-worker
from Micah Centre

Visitation to pineapple farm
owned by an Indigenous leader

in Miri



If churches wish to support and
participate in the Indigenous
mission work, we encourage the
pastoral leaders to pay a visit to
the rural Indigenous villages in
Sabah. Church leaders can
observe, get in touch with the
leaders of the Indigenous
churches, understand their
context and needs, and seek
God’s leading on how He can
use your church to journey with
the Indigenous people.

Sabah has opened its border to
those who have been fully
vaccinated. If you have never
participated in any cross-
cultural mission, we encourage
churches to organize mission
trips to rural Indigenous villages
to experience cross-cultural
missions. The mission team can
touch base with the Indigenous
people, gain knowledge about
the mission field and have
dialogue with the mission
workers there. We urge you to
step out of the four walls of
your church into the journey of
cross-cultural experiential
learning mission.
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Written by Isaac Goh

Translated by Cornelius Oon 

The mission of Serving the East
(STE) is to encourage Malaysian
Chinese churches towards a
holistic cross-cultural mission, to
care for and serve the
marginalised Indigenous people
and journey together with the
Indigenous churches. We long to
see the Indigenous people being
transformed and rise-up, and unity
among the Chinese and
Indigenous churches being
enhanced.

Even though 2022 is still under the
shroud of pandemic uncertainty,
we remain committed to the
visions and missions entrusted by
God. Through various multi-
faceted strategies to promote
Yuan-Han Journeying Together,
we cordially invite you to join us in
this gospel ministry. How can you
contribute and be a part of this
ministry? We believe you can
participate in any of the seven
projects we propose as below.

Short term
experiential learning

mission trip

Visitation and
observation trip

Volunteering at
the Indigenous

village 

We invite you to volunteer in
the rural Indigenous village, by
offering your time, energy, gifts
and talents, to teach children
about Bible, serve in
companionship classes, lead the
young people, care for the
families in need, provide skills
training and others. Do not
waste the resources God has
given to you, but allow God to
use you as a channel of
blessings to the Indigenous
communities.

Cross-cultural
discipleship
training at 

Micah Centre

In cross-cultural missions, it is
not good enough just to have
prompting and passion in heart.
To serve the Indigenous people
effectively on a long term basis,
you need to be trained and
equipped. Micah Centre offers
you with such training. We build
disciples’ lives, train cross-
cultural adaptability, and
provide practical experience in
mission field work. We hope to
nurture more young people to
be competent mission workers
to journey with the Indigenous
people.

Special topical
sharing on 

(Once every 2 months)

This year, we are honoured to
have Pastor Lam Kee Hing to
share a series of teachings on
empowerment. He will share on
how Indigenous churches can be
empowered in areas of
spirituality, economy, education,
health, community, and
leadership. Through the sharing
of Pastor Lam, who has served
the Indigenous people for more
than 30 years, we hope to help
Chinese churches to see the
needs of Indigenous churches
and how they can get involve in
empowering the Indigenous
communities. We welcome your
participation!

Funding the
Indigenous 

Education is one of the effective
strategies to empower the
Indigenous people. Together
with the SIB Preschool
Education Ministry, we adopt
several Indigenous
kindergartens by supporting the
teachers’ salaries and the basic
facilities of the kindergartens.
We also set up companionship
classes in the rural area to help
the disadvantaged Indigenous
children in their studies, and at
the same time assist in nurturing
their characters. We call on you
to provide financial support for
the Indigenous education
ministries.

Yuan-Han
Journeying

Together Seed
Fund 

（Tabung Benih） 

This year, we set up a Tabung
Benih to provide financial
support to the Indigenous
people, to assist them in
overcoming crises and difficult
situations. The fund will be used
to support underprivileged
pastors, sponsor for theological
education, assist families in
need, finance economic
empowerment projects etc. We
hope to raise RM40,000 this
year and we appeal for your
kind contribution towards this
seed fund.

If God moves you to participate in
any of the above ministries,

please get in touch with 
our co-workers. 

God bless you!

010-2162602（Isaac Goh）
012-4240118（Carol Lim）

Let's
Serve theServe the  
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Yuan-Han
Journeying Together

education ministries

EASTEAST
together . .. .



The�Cries�of�
the�Old�Lady

It was December 2021, the final
month of training at Micah Centre.
Two of our mentors and eight
trainees travelled into the
Indigenous villages in Ranau for a
three-week mission trip. Humbly,
they learn to follow the footsteps
of Jesus, personally witness what
it means to be like sheep without a
shepherd, and take a further step
to experience Jesus’ lament. Below
are a few journal logs from the
trainees.

The harvest is
plentiful but
the workers

are few.

“

”

At 4:30 a.m. the following day, he
got out of bed and went to the
usual place where he talked to
God. In remorse, he said to the
Lord, “O Lord, if this prompting
remains in my heart after my
morning devotion, I will head over
to that house and say a prayer of
blessing for the family.”

“We want to listen to the Word of
God! We want to learn more! But
we do not have a pastor who could
teach and guide us the Truth. It is
worrisome to see the believers
gradually leaving the church…”,
said the female leader with much
concern, as could be seen from her
troubled eyes.

As we drove deeper into the
interior, the living conditions of
Indigenous communities unfolded
before our eyes. Parents would be
working on the fields before dawn;
children would have to cross the
hills and rivers to get to their
schools, and so is their journey
back. Unlike the busyness in the
city, the village life is much
simpler.

Micah
Story

Matthew 9:35-38 tells us about
the ministry of Jesus where He
travelled to various towns and
villages, announcing the Good
News of the Kingdom of God and
serving the poor and needy. He
had compassion on the crowds
who were helpless and confused,
like sheep without a shepherd,
and he said to his disciples, 

OurOur
DaysDays
in�the

MissionMission

They�Are�Keen
to�Learn!

Field
By Micah trainees, edited by Jowee Lee

Translated by Gilian Wong

Who would come to shepherd
these sheep in the rural area? It’s a
shame as we reflect upon our lives
in the city, we are not lacking in
anything, but we do not have the
steadfast love and desire for God
like her. 

Home visitations were one of our
ministries in the village.

The�Unceasing�
Fire

During a home visitation one
afternoon, a trainee was moved to
say a prayer of blessing for the
family. He hesitated for a while,
then left the house together with
the other trainees without obeying
the prompting. Although he had
left, the prompting was still
lingering in his heart; it was like an
unceasing fire burning in his spirit.

Around ten o’clock in the morning,
the prompting remained in his
heart. With permission, the trainee
went to the house but the family
was not home. He obeyed the
prompting in his heart; took out a
water bottle, and in the name of
Jesus, he cleansed the door and
gates of the house using the water.
He blessed the house and its land,
declaring protection over the
works and yields of the land
through the precious blood of the
Lord.

There was an old lady in the village
who used to be a Christian. Due to
financial constraints, she had to
convert to Islam and become a
Muslim. Since then, she was not
allowed to enter the church to
worship God with other Christians.
No one from the church came to
visit her, she felt lonely and
isolated.

Through these experiences, there
is greater eagerness among the
trainees to pray for the Indigenous
communities. Pray that they will
be rooted deep in the Truth. Pray
that they will rise up and serve
their own people. But before all
these, we hope that more mission
teams are willing to enter the
villages, to live among the
Indigenous people, to mentor and
help them grow spiritually, and
also to bring more scriptural
materials into the Indigenous
communities.

The mentors of Micah Centre
would visit her occasionally. When
we came to her house, she quickly
welcomed us. We talked with her
for a while and when we were
about to leave, she stood by the
door in silence and started
weeping. She cried out to the Lord,
saying, “Tuhan, aku sangat rindu
Engkau!” (“Lord, I miss you very
much!”)

House visitation
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When we arrived at the village, we
parked our car in front of a
wooden church. The female leader
of the church greeted our arrival
and brought us on a brief tour
around the village. In the church,
there was no pastor, but there is a
group of dedicated and zealous
women who serve there weekly.
The female leader shared that she
did not receive any theological or
pastoral training. All she had was a
Bible and a 2019 Malay version of
“Our Daily Bread” in her hands.
And with that, she would stand on
the podium to share the Word of
God with fear and trembling heart. 

After the prayer of blessing, his
heart regained peace. 

Ask the Lord of
the harvest,

therefore, to
send out

workers into
his harvest

field.

“

”Matthew 9:38

House visitation



                                  If you...
■ want to grow more, explore more,     
       experience more, and seek for God's 
       calling...
■ want to step out from your comfort 
       zone, in order to encounter with God, 
       shape your inner character, and    
       practice faith...
■ want to serve God more, but don't 
       know how and where to start...
■ want to look for affirmation on your 
       calling into full-time ministry...  
■ have a burden in mission and want to 
       be trained and get more 
       experiences...
■ have a burden for Indigenous people 
       and want to serve them practically...

Register Now

We appeal you to
respond courageously 

to God's invitation 
to sign up for Micah's

disciple training.
Because we believe 
God has a better and

wonderful plan for you.

We are recruiting young people 
to join the cross-cultural 
mission disciple training, 

to be trained and equipped to serve 
the Indigenous people, and experience

the cross-cultural journey of 
walking together with the 

Indigenous people.

CROSS CULTURAL MISSION TRAINING 

NEW INTAKE 2022

TRAIN YOUNG PEOPLE 
 TO SERVE 

 THE INDIGENOUS 
COMMUNITY 

Brochure

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is
good; and what doth the LORD require of
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy,

and to walk humbly with thy God?
- Micah 6:8 - 

For more information :

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VajjtPia1OHTIfPAYA1rDG5xL7xPqgOh/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12EV9MQ_DebdavjErSwJaeWo4eZAvpQfq/view?usp=drivesdk


   We thank God for the
completion of the cross-cultural
discipleship training at Micah
Centre, with their graduation
being held on the 9th of January
2022, marking an end to the 4th
batch of Micah Centre training.

           We would also like to thank
the Lord for three of our Micah
trainees who are willing to stay in
Sabah as interns to participate in
the Indigenous people’s ministry.
We pray that the Lord will guard
their will and prepare their body
and mind, guiding them through
their internship. 

          We       have      started      the
recruitment process for the 5th
batch of Micah trainees. We pray
that the Lord will touch the hearts
of young people and call them to
sign up for the training. We also
pray that the church will
encourage and send out their
younger generation for cross-
culture missions to serve the
Indigenous people.

          Pray  that   the   Lord   guards 
over every teacher and student in
the kindergartens and
companionship classes in the rural
areas, and protects them from the
Omicron virus. According to the
Ministry of Health, Sabah has the
highest number of daily positive
cases, and many Indigenous
people in the rural areas have yet
to receive their booster dose. 

     We pray that the Lord will
grant wisdom and strength to the
kindergarten and companionship
class teachers to educate and
nurture a faithful upcoming
generation with love and patience.

          The second topical sharing of
Yuan-Han Journeying Together
will be held on 21st March 2022.
We will be looking into the
economic challenges of
Indigenous people and how we
can empower them. May the Lord
anoint our speaker, Pastor Lam
Kee Hing, so that he may deliver
the subject content with clarity
and the attendees will have a
better understanding of the
challenges faced by the
Indigenous people.

   Due to the pandemic, our
mission and visitation trips have
been delayed for two years. This
year, we would like to resume
them. We will be bringing Chinese
churches into the Indigenous
villages in Sabah to experience
and learn more about cross-
cultural missions, thus fostering
the vision of Yuan-Han
Journeying Together. Although
there are many uncertainties due
to the pandemic, we pray that the
Lord will guard and lead us so that
the mission and visitation trips
that have been planned will be
carried out smoothly.

Prayer
Request

UpdatesUpdates
and

Prayer PointsPrayer Points

Micah Centre

- End -
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Serve the East

Kindergartens and
companionship class
in rural areas

Special Topic: 
Yuan-Han
Journeying Together

Mission/visitation
trips


